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CORRECTION 


The 1956 Convention of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod is past history, 
but the action taken by Synod is ever 
before us. While the specific action taken 
on all matters will be duly recorded in 
The Proceedings of the Forty-Third Reg- 
ular Convention, we look to the LUTHERAN 
WItTNEss for a more immediate report. 

The issue of July 31 gave a very 
comprehensive report. I was pleased to 
see that with two exceptions the resolu- 
tions submitted by Committee 3 on In- 
tersynodical and Doctrinal Matters and 
adopted by the Convention were quoted. 
verbatim. But I am concerned about the 
two exceptions. The first appears on 
pages 8—10 under the title “Concerning 
Relations Between The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin 
Synod,” the second on pages 11 and 12 
under the title “Answer to the Invitation 
from the United Lutheran Church in 
America and the Augustana Evangelical 
Lutheran Church re Lutheran Union.” 
To each of these articles the remark is 
appended, “Submitted by Floor Commit- 
tee 3 and adopted in condensed form.” 

For the sake of the record and in the 
interest of truth I must say that both of 
these articles were submitted to Floor 
Committee 3 unsigned and in mimeo- 
graphed form. The floor committee did 
not fully agree with or accept these state- 
ments, nor did it suggest that they be 
circulated. They are not included in 
“Today’s Business.” 

I am convinced that the editorial staff 
acted in good faith when it appended the 
first article (pp.8—10) to the resolution 
appearing on page 8 and when it sub- 
stituted the second article (pp. 10 and 11) 
for the resolution adopted by the Con- 
vention on this matter. But neither arti- 
cle correctly presents the thinking of 
Floor Committee 3 nor the action of the 
Convention. 

I felt called upon to put this in writ- 
ing at this late date because I have 
learned that brethren are still concerned 
about the report and rightly so. 


Yours in the interest of unity, 


Mark J. STEEGE 
Secretary of Committee Three 


Nore: The WITNEss regrets the con- 
fusion caused by printing the articles in 
question. To keep the record straight, 
will readers please disregard the two 
articles. Since the Wisconsin Synod 
Committee on Matters of Church Union 
also requests correction in the WITNESS 
report, the resolutions pertaining to the 
“Invitation from the United Lutheran 
Church in America and the Augustana 
Evangelical Lutheran Church” as adopted 
by Synod are herewith appended. 

WuHeErEAS, The aim of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America and the Au- 
gustana Evangelical Lutheran Church is 
to form an organic union of the Lu- 
therans of ‘America on the basis of the 
unity in the faith now existing; and 

Wuereas, We hold that organic union 
should not be considered before doctrinal 
unity has been established; therefore be it 


Resolved, a) That we respectfully de- 
cline the invitation of the United Lu- 
theran Church as extended; and be it 
further 

Resolved, b) That we express our 
willingness to meet with The United Lu- 
theran Church in America and the Au- 
gustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
with a view to resolve our differences; 
and be it finally 

Resolved, c) That we request that the 
sister synods of the Synodical Confer- 
ence be included in the invitation when 
such deliberations are proposed. 


KNEELERS WONDERFUL 


During Lent I attended one of our 
Lutheran churches in another city. To 
my amazement that church had kneelers. 
To kneel before God is a wonderful feel- 
ing. Later on I found Bible verses in 
regard to kneeling: “For this cause I bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph.3:14) and “that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow” (Phil. 2:10). 

I think it would be wonderful if every 
Lutheran church had kneelers so that we 
could kneel before the Lord. 


Peoria, Ill. Kimzty LOCKMANN 


“SIGNED OFF” 


The Latter Day Saint cult has the 
record for keeping membership lists. 
I personally am acquainted with a case 
where the party “signed off,” as is their 
rule, in front of three witnesses. After 
20-odd years they still send birthday 
cards, annual tithing statements, offering 
envelopes, building-fund envelopes, etc. 
They have been told repeatea:y the party 
has joined the Lutheran Church years 
ago, has not attended one service of 
Latter Day Saints in more than 30 years, 


and has not given a cent for its upkeep. - 


They have disregarded the “signing off,” 


- so what’s the use of that rule? 


Ohio J.M. 


NO COMMENT 


In regard to the suggestion that the 
WITNEss ought to start a column “News 
with Comment” I submit that this is not 
necessary. The vast majority of your 
readers, I like to believe, possess the in- 
telligence to realize that news that is 
reported factually requires no comment. 


= C. M. 
i 


THE COVER 


The California and Nevada District of 
Synod maintains University Lutheran 
Chapel at 2740 College Ave., Berkeley 5, 
Calif., especially for students at the 
University of California. The cover 
shows part of the student congregation 
and guest exchange students from Oki- 
nawa who attended services August 26. 

“Every year since 1950,” Rev. Don 
Deffner, pastors writes, “students from 
the Ryukyus Islands have spent several 
weeks of orientation at Mills College, 


new. address if city requires it. 


_ Martin W. Mueller 
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Oakland, prior to spending a yea 
study at some college in the U. 
States as exchange students. For s 
summers we have also invited t 
students to visit our chapel, have a 
with us, and then tour the campus. 
remember standing on top of the ec 
panile two summers ago in the aftern 
with fog swirling around us and 
temperature at 50 degrees. After 
Yoshihiko Matsuo demonstrated som 
the principles of radioactivity in his 
in the Life Sciences Building. 

“This year again students from 
nawa were our guests —15 of a grou 
27 who will leave for various parts of 
country. We are indeed happy to 
our Okinawan friends worship with 

“Two are professors, three are m 
cal doctors, others are graduate stud 
The leader happens to have been on 
the students in the first group to visit 
chapel in 1950. We send their name 
our pastors nearest the localities w 
these students will study. In several cz 
during the past years the students — 
tended our churches; several of the gs 
dents were baptized and confirmed. 

“To interpret the service on Augus: 
we added descriptive comment on 


various parts. Also, similar to the c 


tom in the Christian Church of the f 
century, some of our students presen 
testimonies of their faith in place of 
sermon (cf. 1 Peter 3:15; 2 Cor. 4: 
1 Tim. 4:2). They were Yoshihiko M 
suo, Paul Kromann, John McMur 
and Robert Wunderlich.” 
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By LOUIS W. SPITZ 
Professor of Systematic Theology 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


7 outh may mean a number of 
things: the condition of being 
" young; the appearance, freshness, 
jor, spirit, characteristics of one 
it is young; the time of being 
ung; the period of life from puberty 
the attainment of full growth, or 
slescence; a young person; or 
ung persons collectively. 
In “Youth for the Kingdom,” how- 
ar, we shall think of youth chiefly 
young persons collectively. In a 
‘ent youth survey, youth was de- 
ed as “the young people from the 
1e of their confirmation to the age 
25.” That suits our purpose. 


Which Kingdom? 


Youth for the Kingdom — for 
ich kingdom? There is the king- 
m “of this world,’ in which men 
nt with the sword. This kingdom 
kes its claims on our youth, bring- 
‘home to many of our people the 
iousness of youth work among our 
ung men. The kingdom of this 
rld reaches into our homes and 
igregations, calling our youth into 
» Armed Services. 

Of another kingdom, the kingdom 
Satan, Jesus said: “If Satan cast 
| Satan, he is divided against him- 
f; how shall, then, his kingdom 
nd?” We may be certain that Satan 
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SAVAGE 


Three Walther League Youth Caravaners with Dr. Clarence Peters, chairman of Synod’s 
Board for Young People’s Work, left, and Rev. Elmer N. Witt, WL executive secretary 


Excerpts from an essay delivered at the St. Paul Convention 


is not divided against himself in his 
determination to devour youth. Nor 
is it necessary for us to stimulate 
youth’s interest in Satan’s kingdom. 
Eliminating the kingdom of this 
world and the kingdom of Satan, we 
come to the Kingdom (the kingdom 
of heaven, the kingdom of God) to 
which youth must be dedicated. 


God in Action 


In Scripture “kingdom of God” 
primarily means God in action, God 
the King reigning and exercising royal 
grace and power. Luther says: “When 
our heavenly Father gives us His 
Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we 
believe His holy Word and lead a 
godly life, here in time and hereafter 
in eternity.” The kingdom of God is 
the heavenly Father in action through 
His Holy Spirit in the kingdom of His 
Son. God in action! 

Youth for the Kingdom — young, 
brisk, vigorous, spirited youth! Who 
should be more for God’s kingdom, 
for God in action, than active youth? 
Therefore when we say “Youth for 
the Kingdom,” we are thinking above 
all of God’s rule in their hearts. 

Blessed youth that permits God to 
reign in its heart and thus inherits 
the Kingdom prepared for it from the 
foundation of the world! May youth, 
therefore, give diligence to make its 
calling and election sure! 


Complaints About Youth 


The complaints about youth never 
end. It is a favorite pastime to com- 
plain about the evil-doings of youth 
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today. Older people often forget the 
evil-doings of their own youth. “What 
is youth coming to?” they ask. 

As a matter of fact, youth has 
throughout the ages, in every genera- 
tion, come into the world in need of 
very much attention. Unless born of 
water and of the Spirit, youth, by 
nature dead in trespasses and sins, 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
When youth has been born again, it 
must be brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

The nature of youth has not 
changed since Adam’s fall, and youth’s 
enemies are still the same: the devil, 
the world, and the flesh. But the 
techniques of the enemies change to 
fit the times. 

Therefore every complaint about 
youth must be taken seriously. The 
soul of a youth is so precious that it 
could not be bought with gold or sil- 
ver but only with the holy, precious 
blood of God’s Son. 

When all the great churches we 
build to the glory of God have been 
destroyed by the fire of the Last Day, 
every youth born into this world will 
still be there, either to live in the 
glorious kingdom of God in heaven or 
to die eternal death in the kingdom 
of Satan in hell. Indeed, “What is 
a man profited if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul?” 
Soul-saving youth work is cheap at 
any cost. 


Unconcern for Youth 


Since the soul of youth is precious, 
why are many unconcerned about 
winning and keeping youth for the 
Kingdom? 


One reason is the failure to see 
the value of youth as the object of 
God’s love. There are those who love 
neither God nor their brother. There 
are others who claim to love God but 
fail to love their brother. 

Behind the unconcern for youth 
there is also a distressing amount of 
selfishness. One’s concern is only for 
one’s own. 

David, for example, pleaded for his 
wayward son: “Deal gently for my 
sake with the young man, even with 
Absalom.” But Joab ignored the 
father’s plea and killed Absalom. Ab- 
salom was not Joab’s son; he was 
David’s son. 

When mothers brought young chil- 
dren to Jesus that He should touch 
them, His disciples rebuked those that 
brought them. The young children 
were not their children. 

We can understand how a hard- 
ened warrior could pierce the heart 
of a rebel, but what shall we say 
about the attitude of the Lord’s dis- 
ciples? What about the unconcern of 
many for youth today? 

A boy does wrong. “I never did 
quite trust him,” someone says. 
“Prison is none too good for him!” 
A girl is disgraced. “She always was 
a wild one,” people say. “No wonder 
this happened to her!” 

The boy isn’t their son; the girl 
isn’t their daughter. Perhaps the par- 
ents of these delinquents failed in 
their parental duty; the more did 
these unhappy children need the 
prayers and the help of others. But 
perhaps the parents did their duty; 
parents are not always to blame for 
the waywardness of their children. 
Evil forces outside the home tempt 
youth. And there are those who 
can, but fail to protect youth. They 
are concerned only if it is their child. 


Whose Concern? 


Whose concern, then, is youth? 
Youth is first of all youth’s own con- 
_cern. For it is youth’s own soul, its 
’ own happiness now and in eternity, 
that is at stake. 

Next in order, parents bear the 
responsibility for their youth. “Obey 
your parents in the Lord,” says Saint 
Paul to children, “for this is right. 
Honor thy father and thy mother.” 
But immediately the apostle adds: 
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath, but bring them up 
in the Lord. * 

The responsibility of parents does 
not cease on the day of confirmation, 
as some parents seem to think. Since 
no home is without youth problems, 
parental interest in a wholesome 
youth program after confirmation 
should be stimulated. 

Not only the home but also the 


Christian congregation should be 
deeply concerned about her youth. In 
4 


the congregation those who are made 
disciples of Christ by Baptism are 
taught — in addition to the Christian 
teaching in the home — to observe all 
things whatsoever Jesus has com- 
manded us. In the congregation we 
let the Word of Christ dwell in us 
richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs. 

And how youth can admonish in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs! 
Let no man belittle youth’s part in the 
congregation. St. Paul said to young 
Timothy: “Let no man despise thy 
youth, but be thou an example of the 
believers in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
Which youth cannot serve the Lord 
in the Christian congregation by such 
an example? 


Synod and Youth 


Where does Synod enter this pic- 
ture? At exactly the same point 
where Synod establishes and supports 
institutions of learning and missions, 
maintaining unity of doctrine and 
preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

In “Bring Up a Child,” which 
appeared in Le Tourneau Tech’s Now, 
March 1, 1956, the poet says: 


Better close up the source of temptation 
and crime 

Than deliver from dungeon and galley! 

Better build a strong fence round the top 
of the cliff 

Than an ambulance down in the valley! 


Our church recognizes the value 
of both the fence and the ambulance. 
Synod is not merely concerned with 
closing the source of temptation and 
crime, but also with instructing its 
youth in God’s Word, so that it will 
cling to the Rock of Ages. 

One way of closing the source of 
temptation and crime is to organize 
youth for those things which are 
pleasing to the Lord. Our church has 
always encouraged the organization of 
young people’s societies. The first 
youth society was founded in St. Louis 
one year after the organization of 
Synod, in 1848. 

Three years later Dr. Walther 
urged the organization of a league of 
young men’s societies for special wel- 
fare work of the church, especially for 
the support of theological students. 


The Walther League 


Many years passed, however, be- 
fore a permanent league was formed. 
In 1893, delegates of 12 youth societies 
organized the Walther League in Buf- 
falo, N. Y. These young people came 
from Buffalo, Rochester, Brooklyn, 
and New York, N. Y.; Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Fort Wayne, Ind.; Dallas, Tex.; 
Detroit, Mich.; and Danbury, Conn. 

Growth of the League was slow. 
Indifference and prejudice had to be 
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overcome. After a quarter of a cen. 
tury the Walther League numberec 
only about 300 societies. | 
Today the Walther League hag 
more than 4,000 societies. The prayers 
and labors of the founders and sup- 
porters of the League have receivec 
God’s blessing. The ten objects of the 
youth organization, as stated in i 
constitution, are the League’s way o1 
spelling Youth for the Kingdom. 
As directed by its annual conven 
tions, the League administers its 
affairs through an executive board 
with headquarters in the League- 
owned Youth Building in Chicago 
An efficient staff tends to the busines: 
of the Walther League. 


Board for Young People’s Work 


Synod’s Handbook states the pur- 
pose of young people’s work: “ 
provide for the youth during the post- 
confirmation period continued train 
ing in Christian knowledge, in Chris 
tian living, and in Christian service 
to give special attention to those wh¢c 
are lax in their attendance at divine 
services and at the Lord’s Table; tc 
seek to reclaim those who have 
strayed away.” 

That is Synod’s way of spelling ow 
Youth for the Kingdom. The Hand 
book also describes the agencies an¢ 
activities by which the purposes 0 
youth work are to be realized. Since 
they parallel the objects of the Wal- 
ther League, it is quite natural that 
Synod advises affiliation of young 
people’s societies with that association| 

In 1923 Synod established the 
Board for Young People’s Work 
which promotes work among young 
people in all Districts and congrega- 
tions of Synod and effects full co 
operation between the Board and the 
League’s Executive Board. 
~ Only eternity will tell how man 
young people have been saved for the’ 
Kingdom by the loyal support of the 
Walther League Board and its staff 
as well as by the faithful work of the} 
officials of the 41 League districts and 
of the youth committees of our syn ) 
odical Districts. 

Youth for the Kingdom. “Here 7 
time and hereafter in eternity,” Luthe 
has taught us to pray. 

The people in whose hearts God 
rules serve their King by serving thei 
brethren. Here, then, we see our 
young people serving in the church 
and in the community. We see them 
in training for continued service as 
mature and experienced members in 
the church. Thus we could say: 
“Youth for the Kingdom; youth for 
the church!” Here in time. 

“And hereafter in eternity.” 
youth work, as in all work of 
church, let us look to eternity. It is 
the church’s privilege to lead it 
youth to His kingdom who is 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
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“WHAT THE DEPARTMENT 
DOES TO STRENGTHEN 
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hat a reception was given us when 

my daughter and I arrived at the 
airport in Honolulu! Our missionaries 
and teachers on Oahu Island and also 
a lay representative of our congrega- 
tions were there with leis to greet us. 
They fairly buried us under the beau- 
tiful flowers. Missionary Norman Ab- 
bott and his family from Hilo, Hawaii, 
one of the other islands, could not be 
present, but sent a recorded greeting. 
Thus we heard the pastor and his wife, 
his vacation Bible school, and the pres- 
ident of the congregation. [Photo, p. 13, 
sent in by Pastor Schroeder.] 

“You must see our missions on 
Oahu,” the men said. Everything had 
been planned to make this possible. 
Pastor Winfred Schroeder took us 
around the Island to see some of its 
beauties, but above all to see the 
churches and schools of our congrega- 
tions. The pastors are Revs. W. Schroe- 
der, Norman Bangert, Walter Grumm, 
and Vicar Deane Schuessler. A _per- 
son’s heart rejoiced to note the keen 
interest and enthusiasm for their con- 
gregations and schools manifested by 
these men. God is blessing their work 
remarkably. The congregations have 
experienced the joy of receiving an 
ever-increasing number of Orientals 
into membership, some of whom are 
especially talented and in gratitude are 
very devoted to the cause of Christ and 
are rendering consecrated service. The 
schools are flourishing. We have much 
reason to thank God that He led our 
church to begin mission work on the 
Hawaiian Islands. 


Going ‘‘Down Under” 


After a full day we were taken to 
' the airport to board the plane for 
Australia. Aloha to our faithful work- 
ers in Hawaii. Soon we were off for 
Canton Island. All went well until 
after leaving Canton, about an hour 
out, one of the motors developed 
trouble. After lightening the load by 
dumping much of the gasoline, . the 
pilot brought us back safely to Canton 
Island, a narrow strip of land encircling 
a large lagoon. Though repairs on the 
motor were undertaken immediately, 
we were delayed more than seven hours. 
The airlines offered us the opportunity 
to view the island which meant much 
to our military forces during the war 
in the Southwest Pacific. Though we 
had now crossed the equator and were 
only 160 miles south of it, the weather 
was delightful. After a good lunch we 
took off for Nandi on the Fiji Islands 
and arrived in time for the evening 
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meal. Although we were traveling by 
air, our three meals within the twelve 
or fifteen hours were served on land. 
The evening meal was served by bare- 
footed male Fiji Islanders, who were 
most attentive and friendly. By this 
time we had crossed the International 
Date Line and were eating our Wednes- 
day evening meal on Thursday evening. 


Arriving in Australia 


After bidding farewell to the Fiji 
Islanders, we were on our way to 
Sydney, Australia, where instead of ar- 
riving at 3:45 P.M. Thursday after- 
noon, August 23, we landed at 2:30 
A. M., August 24. Despite the incon- 
venient hour we were given a hearty 
welcome by Pastor O. Nosske’s wife 
and son and a Mr. Rudolf. By 7:00 
A. M. these good people had brought 
us back to the airport. There we 
boarded a plane for Corowa, where 
Dr. C:. BE.) Hoopmanns-> Rey. Lheo: 
Harms, and Mr. Harold Zweck wel- 
comed us heartily. By noon we arrived 
at Jindera, where our brethren of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Aus- 
tralia were meeting for their conference. 
They gave us a most cordial welcome. 

Our Australia brethren have prob- 
lems similar to ours. They have had 
discussions with the members of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
God has blessed these discussions most 
wonderfully. Doctrinal agreement has 
been reached. There are still some 
obstacles in the area of practice which 
prevent pulpit and altar fellowship, or 
the union of the two bodies. These are: 
membership in the Lutheran World 
Federation and the mission along the 
East Coast of New Guinea, in which 
various churches and mission societies 
are active. 


Interest in St. Paul Convention 


Our brethren were vitally interested 
in reports about our St. Paul Conven- 
tion. They were eager to hear about 
Synod’s action re invitation of the 
Lutheran World Federation, re charges 
of the Wisconsin and Norwegian Syn- 
ods, re Common Confession, etc. Eager 
inquiries were made. Let me assure 
you that the men were very happy and 
thankful to hear about the actions taken 
at St. Paul. 

Monday, August 27, a joint meeting 
of the two bodies was held at Walla 
Walla. The question of possible pulpit 
and altar fellowship was thoroughly dis- 
cussed. Though no agreement was 
reached because of divergence in prac- 
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tice, further meetings are to be co 
ducted. The joint conference had re 
quested me to speak to them about o 
Synod’s action concerning membershi 
in the Lutheran World Federation. I 
all frankness and kindness I sought t 
present the reasons why our Synod r 
spectfully declined the invitation t 
become a member. 

Tuesday, August 28, the two bodi 
again met in separate sessions. Th 
E. L. C. A. met in Rev: Theo? Harng 
church at Burrumbuttock: The matt 
was again thoroughly discussed. 

The weather in these parts has bee 
cold. “This is extraordinarily col 
weather,” many of the men declare 
“It has been the coldest winter w 
have had for many years,” some sai 
To this must be added that there is n 
central heating system in the churc 
buildings. However, that does n 
hinder men from attending conference 
In sessions the men wear their topcoat! 
to keep warm. I could not help won 
dering how our pastors’ and teachers 
conferences would be attended unde 
such conditions. What would ow 
church attendance be? We often absen 
ourselves under most favorable condi 
tions, do we not? Or when the tem 
perature is not exactly right, we begir 
to complain, do we not? | 


Preaching and Lecturing 


On Sunday; August 26, I wa: 
privileged to preach for Pastor Theo 
Harms’ congregation and members of 
the conference, who were housed in the 
congregation. Sunday afternoon, as i: 
the custom when the conference meets 
a mass mission service was held, ai 
which I was requested to preach. The 
service was held at Albury and was 
well attended. 

Wednesday evening, August 29 
I was scheduled to address our Lu 
theran friends in Melbourne. It rainec 
and was very chilly. However, St. John’ 
Church was comfortably filled. — A 
this writing we are in Adelaide. Foi 
Saturday and Sunday we are invited te 
attend and address the young people’ 
Luther League Convention at Por 
Lincoln. For Sunday evening we ar 
to be back in Adelaide for a service 
Monday evening the congregations it 
the section where the Lutheran Churel 
of Australia had its beginning have 
asked for a service. Busy? Yes, bu 
it is a joy to note the wonderful spirit 
May God graciously and richly bles: 
our fellow Lutherans on this continent 


Joun W. BEHNKEN 
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The Pralter 
W) 


P—) 
Once and Twice 


Psalm 62:11,12: “God hath spo- 

once; twice have I heard this: 
power belongeth unto God. Also 
» Thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy; 
Thou renderest to every man ac- 
ling to his work.” 


‘atters that are important need to 
. be emphasized. Emphasis comes 
ugh repetition. Every mother 
ws this. Every teacher knows this. 
God knows this, too. Dull, slow- 
ed, negligent as His children are 
ll spiritual matters, the heavenly 
1er has to pound His lessons into 
heads — and into our hearts. 
ce and twice,” the psalmist says. 
What are these lessons that God 
9 intent upon teaching us? The 
mist in our text mentions two — 
these two, indeed, sum up the 
le matter of God’s relationship 
| His people. Once and twice — 
much more often — He has told 
that power belongeth unto God.” 
Men by nature aspire to power, 
st power, vie for power. In the 
ent world scene we are witnessing 
truggle for power between for- 
able adversaries. The fate of mil- 
s of people hangs in the balance. 
Ultimately, however, true and 
plete power belongs to God alone. 
power that men and _ nations 
eve lasts for a little day, then 
nbles away and is forgotten. But 
e puny men struggle and plot for 
er, the God of all power and might 
ns in the heavens. He turns their 
and their weakness to serve His 
good purposes in the end. 
To this all-powerful God we can 
ly commit our body and our soul. 
He who shaped the universe and 
controls the nations is both able 
willing to hear our prayers, to 
re our welfare, and to bring us 
ly to the heavenly goal. 
We need to remember, therefore, 
this powerful God is also a God 
nercy. “Also unto Thee, O Lord, 
ngeth mercy,” the psalmist con- 
2s. He showed His mercy in send- 
His Son to redeem the world. He 
ved His mercy in calling us from 
0 salvation. He showed His mercy 
he manger, the cross, and the 
1 tomb. In His power we can 
t. To His mercy we can cling. We 
1 to learn and repeat every day: 
se and twice.” 


; Tuomas COATES 
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Words of Life 
> 


“Blessed” 
MATTHEW 5:3 


ST) lessed” is the first word which in 

St. Matthew’s Gospel Jesus ut- 
ters as teacher to His disciples. It 
marks Him as more than teacher; this 
is Jesus the Giver, who confers what 
He pronounces; with the word 
“blessed” the light of God’s new world 
breaks into, and transforms, the dark 
and poor present. To the poor, be- 
cause they are poor and beggars be- 
fore God, He gives what He as God’s 
anointed King can give, the kingdom 
of God; to those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness He gives what 
He whose name is “the Lord our 
Righteousness” can give: the fullness 
of divine righteousness. His presence 
blesses the eyes and ears of His dis- 
ciples, for they see and hear what 
prophets and the saints of old have 
longed to see and hear. And Peter is 
blessed because it is given him to con- 
fess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. 

Jesus is Giver; and He is the sole 
Giver of the only good; therefore His 
“blessed’’-sayings upset all accepted 
values and turn the world upside 
down: the mourners are blessed, be- 
cause they long amid tears for what 
He, the Comforter, brings and shall 
bring them; the hungerers and thirst- 
ers for righteousness are blessed, be- 
cause in Him they have bread for all 
their need; the presecuted are blessed, 
for they go the Christ’s own way 
through suffering to glory; those who 
are not offended at Jesus’ humility and 
littleness are blessed; those who have 
not seen the Messiah’s glory and yet 
believe, they are blessed, for their 
faith shall not be confounded. 

Jesus is Giver, and He is the divine 
Giver, who gives according to the 
divine law of giving: “To him that 
hath shall be given.” 

Therefore He calls the merciful 
blessed, for they are those who have 
the divine mercy which has appeared 
in Christ — they have it so fully and 
completely in their lives that it lives 
and breathes in their words and deeds. 

Those who have Christ’s peace on 
earth so fully in their hearts that they 
have become peacemakers themselves 
—they are blessed, for they shall 
break forth one day into the full splen- 
dor of what they are even now: 

They shall be called the children 
of God. 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Sable of Duties 


“A bishop ... must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife.” 
1 TimotnHy 3:2 


hile some have contended on the 
basis of this passage that every 
pastor must marry, the fact that the 
writer of this passage himself was 
unmarried makes such an interpreta- 
tion impossible. The meaning is: no 
pastor should have more than one 
wife at one time. 
Let no one, however, change “one 


wife” to “no wife,” as some, forbid- 


ding priests to marry, have done. “It 
is not good that the man should be 
alone” is still the general rule for 
pastors and people. Marriage was 
instituted for the happiness of man 
and the glorification of our Creator. 

The pastor is required to be blame- 
less also in his married life. He will 
endeavor to love his wife even as 
Christ loved the church. He will try 
earnestly to provide for the physical 
needs of his wife. When his congre- 
gation forgets its responsibility toward 
the pastor and his wife by not paying 
him a fair wage for his labors, the 
Christian pastor ought to feel con- 
science bound to speak frankly to his 
elders about a raise in salary. He, too, 
must provide for his own, lest he be 
called worse than an infidel (1 Tim. 
5:38 

As a Christian husband he ought 
to take care of his wife’s emotional 
needs and spiritual needs. The Lord 
expects him to take time to pray with 
her and to discuss leisurely the prob- 
lems she has. A blameless life begins 
by showing kindness at home. 

And in so doing he will not only 
by his example preach a powerful, 
continuous sermon on what husbands 
owe their wives, but he will also be 
rewarded no end by the comfort and 
encouragement his wife will give him 
in all his work. 

Christian people love their pastor’s 
wife. Unselfishly she shares her hus- 
band with boards, committees, the 
sick, the straying, the unchurched, 
both day and night, year after year, 
realizing that his work involves the 
salvation of precious souls for which 
Christ died. Some congregations send 
their pastor and wife off on a few 
weeks’ vacation each year. God will 
also bless these Christian congrega- 
tions who make such efforts to assist 
their pastors in being blameless hus- 
bands to their wives. 


ArtHur E. GRAF 
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Lutherans on Campuses 


The college graduates whose sons and daughters are 
matriculating at institutions of higher learning today think 
back to their registration at secular schools when as Lu- 
therans they did not often receive the church and social 
welcome that now awaits their son or daughter. Today 
the church follows her youth to the campuses: There are 
some 31,000 Missouri Synod Lutherans in colleges and uni- 
versities in the United States and Canada. The minimum 
expected in the next ten years is 45,000, possibly 52,000. 
Pastors, parents, and members throughout the church are 
reporting to the Commission on College and University 
Work the names of Lutheran youth headed for campuses, 
and student pastors are busy with their programs for the 
new school year. In Hawaii, Japan, and the Philippines, 
missionaries are working among university youth. 

The 107 chapters of Gamma Delta, the international 
association of Lutheran students, sponsored by Synod’s 
Commission, offer spiritual, cultural, social, and athletic 
activities to Lutherans on campuses. , 

In the past triennium, Synod’s pastors baptized or con- 
firmed 1,002 students and 52 university faculty members. 
From the campuses these newly won converts branch out 
into many communities and affiliate with existing synodical 
churches or help establish congregations where none exist. 

In the past two years 67 new members were added to 
Synod’s congregation at Ames for Iowa State College, 
Terse, the Commission’s bulletin, stated. At the State Uni- 
versity of lowa 24 were confirmed. At Indiana U. three ex- 
Roman Catholics, an ex-Mason, an ex-Eagle, and two sons 
of a professor were among those confirmed. At U. of Utah 
a candidate for a Ph. D.; at U. of Colorado a Phi Beta 
Kappa, a graduate student in chemistry, and an instructor 
were received on Pentecost. This year at the U. of Michi- 
gan three were baptized and 12 campus folk confirmed, 
including an instructor at Eastern Michigan College, Ypsi- 
lanti. At the U. of Wisconsin nine were baptized and 24 
confirmed. At Purdue 32 students and staff members were 
in church membership classes last year. 


Our Brethren and We 


Our Wisconsin Synod brethren at their Watertown 
convention (WiITNEss, September 11, pp. 18,19) deferred 
action on their 1955 resolution which called for severance 
of relations with the Missouri Synod until their 1957 con- 
vention, because our Synod’s action with respect to the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Common Confession 
gave them hope for further adjustment of our differences 
(Boy Scouts, military chaplaincies, prayer fellowship, and 
our Communion agreement with the National Lutheran 
Council). For the time being theirs is to be “a vigorously 
protesting fellowship to be practiced where necessary in 
the light of 2 Thess. 3:14, 15.” 

On the basis of many statements made in our presence 
at the Watertown convention, we feel that our Wisconsin 
Synod brethren are very sincere in their conviction that 
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RIALS 


the Missouri Synod is adhering to unscriptural practices 
those controversial matters. But sincerity on their par 
not yet evidence that we are in persistent error. 
can be sincere, yet also misinformed concerning our pr : 
tice, as we leamed in conversations with various delegz 
at the convention. 

Is it therefore asking too much of our brethren ft 
they acknowledge sincerity on our part also? Need it 
assumed that we are actually and deliberately flouting 
Holy Scriptures in those practices which they regard 
sinful? On the other hand, we, too, could be mistaken 
the application of Scripture to practical problems. But 
also have a conscience and a sense of responsibility tow 
God and His Word. 

Perhaps the proposed international conference 
conservative Lutheran theologians affiliated with the $ 
odical Conference could help to solve our problems. Sij 
these brethren are not directly involved in the cont 
versies, they could the better serve as impartial advis 
and arbiters and show either or both sides whether 4 
where they are erring. 

It is our sincere hope and prayer that God 
graciously avert a rupture of fraternal relations in | 
Synodical Conference and preserve and strengthen 
fellowship. 

O. E. Son 


Inflation Hits Slave Markets 


In the Middle East, almost a half million people may: 
in human bondage, according to an estimate given 
United Nations by the Anti-Slavery Society of Gr 
Britain. 

Saudi Arabia, for example, legalized slavery in 1 
During the pilgrimage season in Mecca _ thousands | 
African boys and girls, as well as older men and wom} 
are lured to Islam’s holy city and sold as slaves. The rist 
income of local potentates, due to increased royalties f , 
oil, is said to have created inflation in the slave mark 

Moreover, serfdom, an intermediate status betw 
slavery and free labor, prevails in certain Latin Ameri¢ 
republics, notably Peru, Equador, and Belivia. Informa 
submitted to the UN conference on slavery demonstré 
that debt bondage, child labor, and similar forms of 
humanity are common in many areas of the world. 

The plight. of these enslaved children and adults und 
lines the importance of foreign missions. The Gospel 
Christ improves social conditions because. it affirms — 
dignity of man. The Savior has forever paid to God 
only price He set on human life, and that was not a co 
mercial transaction. It involved the blood, the death, 
His own Son. By that blood and death every soul 
precious beyond human calculations and free from cla 
of human ownership. 

Therefore let more prayers be made — and more bo 
tiful offerings — that the Gospel may have free course 
be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s pec 
throughout the world. 


‘ 
1 
| 
i 
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j~OOSE LEAVES 


Responsibility for Youth 


“Oh, yes, we know we have a responsibility toward our 
outh. We all understand that.” That is the feeling of most 
erious-minded Christian congregations today. Yet, al- 
hough they realize they have a responsibility in keeping 
heir youth with Christ, often very little is done by the con- 
regation in behalf of its youth. Everyone seems satisfied 
hat a Bible class is offered the young people and that they 
ave a youth society. Is this carrying out the congregation’s 
esponsibility in full, however? 

Right now, as congregational activities are on an up- 
wing after the summer, take a look at your youth program 
> see what action could be taken to help them. Here are a 
ew things youth need from congregations today! 


1. Our youth need love and understanding instead of 
riticism. They need a real concern coming from Christian 
»ve and understanding so that help can be given in solv- 
1g problems. 


2. Our youth need the prayers of every member of the 
ongregation, that their faith may withstand the tempta- 
ons that come to them. 


3. Our youth need good Christian guidance through 
rivate counseling and through the organized youth pro- 
ram of the congregation. This has traditionally thrown 
nother burden on the pastor, but each congregation could 
rell shoulder more of its responsibility toward its youth. 
ind people willing to become lay youth leaders or coun- 
2lors. Ask those former active Walther Leaguers to help 
‘ad youth today. To help in this drive for lay youth 
‘aders, your District will soon offer lay youth counselors’ 
shools to train lay leaders for our youth pregram. 

As congregations carry out their responsibility for their 
outh, as they make a more active and conscious effort to 
eep youth with Christ, they will find themselves growing 
ronger. A strong Christian youth today means a strong 
aurch tomorrow. — L. E. Voce, Youth Counselor, in Mon- 
na Supplement, 


Doctrinal Loyalty 


Those who insist on doctrinal loyalty are being accused 
f narrow-mindedness and making trouble within the 
hurch. One is reminded of Ahab’s question to Elijah, 
Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” and Elijah’s retort, 
[ have not troubled Israel; but thou and thy father’s 
ouse, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
ord, and thou hast followed Baalim.” The troublers in 
1e Church are not those who insist on the faithful 
reaching and teaching of the Word of God, but rather 
10se who would turn away from the Lord and His Word 
nd substitute error for truth. We are reminded again of 
1e tremendous importance of the teaching and preaching 
f sound doctrine. This is especially needed in a day of 
octrinal indifference and confusion. — Church Herald. 


Family Language 


A four-year-old child could learn Sanskrit or Chinese 
it were spoken in the home; but a teen-ager’s Christianity 
ill be as clumsy and unnatural as high school French 
nless the language of Christian faith is a living medium 
x his family. The vocabulary of religion will constantly 
ip away from him, and the simplest doctrines will seem 
ke incomprehensible puzzles, just like the vocabulary 
ad syntax of a foreign language.—The Living Church. 
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Whats the Anmea 


Question: Does a Christian receive forgiveness of sins 
through prayer? 


Answer: The answer to your question depends on 
what you have in mind with this question. Prayer, 
being a human act, cannot be a means of grace; else 
pardon and salvation would be our own work. That 
can never be (Rom. 11:6). But if you view prayer as 
a means by which a penitent sinner (Luke 18:13) 
turns to God for pardon, such prayer is effective 
(Luke 18:14; 23:42, 43). In fact, a penitent sinner is 
forgiven before he asks, as soon as he repents, though 
normally the prayer for pardon is an integral part 
of the sinner’s repentance. 

One might illustrate this with the process of eat- 
ing. To get the benefit of our daily food, we must 
eat. But it is not our activity, but the food, and 
behind it the gracious blessing of God, which keeps 
us alive. So by our prayer we transmit the repent- 
ance of our hearts to God, but it is neither the act 
of praying nor the repenting as an activity which 
brings us pardon. God’s grace alone does that. 


Question: Does God punish the sins of people in this life? 
Does He punish the sins of Christians? 


Answer: God does frequently punish the sins of 
people in this life, as the following Bible texts show: 
Ex. 9:9; 15:26; Lev. 26:16; 2 Kings 5:27; 2 Chron. 
26:19, especially the well-known words Ex. 20:5. 
Outstanding examples are the Flood and the destruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

To the second question we reply with no. It is 
true that God also lets His children taste of the bit- 
terness of their misdeeds by sending them afflictions 
(1 Cor. 11:30-32; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 3:19); yet on 
the basis of Scripture we do not call such afflictions 
punishment, but scourgings (training) or chastenings. 
Since Christ has borne the punishment for sin, God 
does not punish His children, but deals with them 
like a loving father who chastises his children lest 
they err from the straight and narrow path. For this 
reason Christians should look upon the painful 
experiences of life as tokens of God’s love, not as 
punishment. A clear example of the scourging of 
a penitent child of God is that of David (2 Sam. 
12:13, 14). 


Question: What makes a person pray for other people and 
worry about them, wondering what their fate is going to be 
when they die? Can you give me some comfort? 


Answer: Christian love and concern. Moses thus 
prayed for Israel when God threatened to destroy 
that nation for worshiping the golden calf (Ex. 
32:31, 32). In a similar manner St. Paul expressed 
himself as wishing himself to be accursed from 
Christ for his kinsmen, the Israelites, who rejected 
Christ (Rom. 9:3). If only more of us had such deep 
concern for the spiritual welfare of others, both near 
and far! It is the mainspring of zealous missionary 
endeavor. O. E.S; 


Theological Conferences in Europe 
Summer 1956 


heological conferences in Europe 

have become a regular part of the 

life of our church, and the resolu- 
tion of our church at its convention in 
June providing for the regular con- 
tinuation of the conferences indicates 
a strong and lasting interest in them. 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod was this year represented by 
Dr. Herman Harms, Vice-President of 
Synod; Dr. Herman Mayer, Secretary 
of Missions; Professor Martin Nau- 
mann of Concordia Seminary, Spring- 
field; and Professor Martin Franz- 
mann of Concordia Seminary, 
St.Louis. A three-day conference 
was held in London, England, July 10 
to 12, previously reported on in the 
Aug. 14 Witness. Three four-day con- 
ferences were held in Germany, at 
Uelzen (July 17—20), at Berlin (July 
24—27), and at Oberursel (July 31 
to August 3). And a two-day con- 
ference was held at Mulhouse, France 
(August 7—8). 

The over-all theme of this series 
of conferences was “The Authority of 
the Church.” This theme was chosen 
because it gave an opportunity for 
discussing topics which our brethren 
in the various German free churches, 
coming as they do from varying his- 
torical backgrounds, have been accus- 
tomed to approach from different 
viewpoints and to treat with variant 
emphases, topics which therefore need 
to be ventilated if the doctrinal agree- 
ment between the churches, reached 
in the years just after World War II, 
is to ripen into the full and candid 
cordiality of freely functioning fel- 
lowship — such topics as the relation- 
ship of the office of the holy ministry 
to the congregation as a fellowship of 
royal priests and the nature and use 
of the Office of the Keys. A topic 
which was in the center of the discus- 
‘sions among Lutherans in England, 
the authority of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, also fitted quite naturally into 
this framework. 

The theme was developed, on the 
basis of two words of our Lord (“I 
will build My church” and “Tell it to 
the church,” Matt. 16:18 and 18:17) in 
four pairs of essays, one of which was 
in each case prepared and delivered 
by an American and one by a Eu- 
ropean theologian. The authority of 
the church to bind and to loose, to 
retain and to remit sins by its proc- 
lamation of Christ, was traced back 
to the gracious act of the Father in 
revealing the Son to the apostles; to 
Christ’s own-’promise to build His 
church, a church which was to tri- 
umph over death; to the authority 
given by Christ to His apostles as wit- 
nesses of Him, an authority which is 
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perpetually transmitted to the church 
by the apostolic Word of the New 
Testament. In the setting of this au- 
thority of the church under the apos- 
tolic Word, the nature and function 
of the office of the ministry as Christ’s 
gift to His church and the many-sided 
activity of the living congregation 
were examined and discussed. This 
picture of the ministry and of the 
church was rounded out and given 
its proper perspective by a considera- 
tion of the bright hope of eternal life, 
under whose power and compulsion 
both ministry and congregation per- 
form their high tasks in this dying 
world. 

A typical conference day in Ger- 
many was as follows: the twin essays 
treating an aspect of the over-all 
theme were read in the morning be- 
fore groups averaging 35 in number. 
In the afternoon, after the traditional 
three-o’clock German coffee, the 
essays were the subjects of a round- 
table discussion. The quality of the 
discussions this year, animated and 
searching but always sober and stay- 
ing with the central issues, would 
seem to justify the policy, first insti- 
tuted last year, of holding conferences 
with relatively small groups com- 
posed predominantly of men from the 
free churches in fellowship with us, 
with men from the _ territorial 
churches selected and invited by the 
Free Church men themselves. The 
presence of these men from outside 
our immediate circle had a stimulat- 
ing and beneficial effect on the dis- 
cussions; sympathetic toward our 
confessional aims and churchly goals 
as they were, they were anything but 
a disturbing influence; yet, because of 
their different backgrounds, they often 
raised questions and _ introduced 
points of view which a strictly “fam- 
ily” conference might not, perhaps, 
have envisioned. 

Dr. Harms acted as chairman and 
moderator at all sessions, a difficult 
and responsible task, for which Ger- 
man background of his youth and 
many years of experience at similar 
conferences admirably fit him. In the 
evening sessions he and Dr. Mayer 
presented various aspects of the life 
of our church to our brethren and 
friends; Dr. Harms reported on our 
1956 convention: our action concern- 
ing the Lutheran World Federation 
evoked sympathetic response, not 
only from our brethren in the free 
churches but also from a number of 
men in the territorial churches who 
were of the opinion that The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod was thus 
bearing a salutary and indispensable 
witness. 
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Dr. Mayer gave a picture of oul 
mission work and presented the stew 
ardship responsibilities and possibili ¥ 
ties which the grace of God has be 
stowed with especial richness on th 
Lutheran Church in America. His of, 
fer to present these topics in greate 
detail and with more concrete appli- 
cations in individual congregation# 
found overwhelming acceptance; he iy 
“booked solid” for the whole of hig 
stay in Europe. ( 

The results? The church has a righ) 
to ask about results; and the church 
likewise has the wisdom to know tha* 
“results” are not always of a kind 
that can be completely known, fully 
evaluated, and crisply entered in ¢ 
ledger. Still, we have not only oun 
own feelings, but the sincere and un 
sought words of our brethren to as 
sure us of the fact that the Lord off 
the Church has of His grace used us 
to serve our brethren, that we have 
been instrumental, for example, in 
bringing the various branches of the 
German free churches closer together, 
that we have opened and helped to 
carry on discussions which have 
served to clarify and to consolidate 
their theological thinking and will- 
ing — and the fact that these discus- 
sions opened up new questions which 
invite further common work should 
be viewed as a gift also; for theology 
is like the Christian life, as Luther! 
once described it, not a “having be- 
come” but a “becoming.” The ever- 
renewed report of what God has 
wrought among us in America, with- 
out our merit and despite our faults, 
in the way of a live and dynamic con- 
gregational life, in witness and stew- 
ardship, is having its effect on the 
congregational life of our brethren 
abroad, slowly (the hand of tradition 
is heavy in Europe, for both good and 
ill) but surely. | 

But in the life of the church, re- 
sults are always a mutual matter; he 
who brings gifts also receives gifts. 
At least one member of this year’s 
group can report that he has come 
back with a whole roster of experi- 
ences and impressions which will 
make his ministry in the church a 
better one: the impression made by 
the younger theologians, graduates of 
our free church seminary at Oberur 
sel, a number of whom served as con- 
ference essayists (a church with su 
progeny as these, men wholly submis- 
sive to Scripture, with a marked ca 
pacity for scholarly work, sober in 
their judgments and vigorous and 
alert in discussion—such a church 
has a future); glimpses given us into 
the life of the territorial churches in 
Germany, for instance, the difficulties 
and agonies of men who seek to mair 
tain a really and rigorously Lutheran 
confessional position in a _ system 
which all but demands something les 
of a man; the measured and unhur- 


solemnity of the Sunday service 
he Free Church congregation at 
sz-Oesingen, where the Blaschor 
ypets chorales in the churchyard 
half an hour before the service 
all to hear, where a two-hour 
ice is not considered a peniten- 
exercise, where the whole con- 
ation moves through the massive 
9dy of hymn and chant with an 
rance which only a long tradition 
give; Sunday service in Berlin at 
church of Kirchenrat Schulz, 
re the pastor and two members of 
vestry kneel before a small altar 
1e sacristy in mutual intercession 
re the service begins, a beautiful 
telling exemplification of the re- 
mship between the ministry and 
royal priesthood of all believers; 
re communicants step before the 
> to hear the confessional address 
kneel at the altar for individual 
lution (a last remnant of the old 
1eran private confession); the 
k of Pastors Pourchot and Splin- 
in suburban Paris, where the bell 
.eir chapel invites that thoroughly 
larized quarter to daily morning 
evening worship, where a Chris- 
day school, academically on a 
_level and spiritually potent, is 
ing a growing impact in a land 
re a religious impact is difficult 
aake. 
ind much more besides: the cir- 
of one’s intercessions is enlarged 
uch a mission and such contacts; 
this report can hardly close on a 
er note than an appeal to all the 
‘ch to remember in prayer our 
hren in England, Germany, and 
ice, men striving in weakness like 
- to serve the Lord, who is our 
1, struggling with difficulties 
ter than ours, with means less 
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I TOLD YOU SO! 


tll never work!” 
That’s what some people said 
when they heard that we would 
to finance our synodical work as 
so along, without resorting to spe- 
campaigns such as the 10-million- 
ar “Conquest for Christ.” 
Raise a $12,900,000 budget in 
2” they said. “It can’t be done. 
have to get out and go after 
ey like that. Our people need the 
ntive of special drives.” 
ind when the receipts for 1956 
short of the midyear goal by 
0,000, people said: “I told you so! 
hat rate we’ll wind up the year 
| three or four million dollars in 
red.” 
3ut — this is not the whole story! 
sonsider this: During the first six 
ths of 1956 our people gave the 
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Savior one and a half million dollars 


more for missions than in the cor- 
responding period last year. The 


‘Spirit of God moved our people to 


give more, much more than ever 
before. 


Our people made _ considerable 
progress toward meeting a record 
budget — without a special drive. 


The story of 1956 does not warrant 
an “I-told-you-so” conclusion for an- 
other reason. Most of our congrega- 
tions hold their annual mission fes- 
tival in the fall. These festivals will, 
for many, bring in large sums for 
missions. 


Other congregations plan a special 
offering for world missions in Novem- 
ber and December, the two months in 
which receipts for all purposes show 
a marked increase. 


Synod therefore may expect a cor- 
responding increase in budget re- 
ceipts. In 1955 our congregations gave 
$2,528,478 during the first half of the 
year and $4,766,264 from August to 
January. About 65% of Synod’s bud- 
get receipts came in during the last 
six months of the fiscal year. 


May we not hope for a propor- 
tionate rise in receipts from August 
to January this year — plus the extra 
effort reflected in the $1,500,000 in- 
crease from February to July? 


Again, beyond the dark moment 
of the midyear deficit we can see the 
bright lights of victory for “Our Ven- 
ture of Faith.” Many of our people 
are concerned about the mission pro- 
gram of our church. They are pray- 
ing for it. 

Let us pray that more of our peo- 
ple may share their concern. Let us 
pray that the Spirit of God may in- 
spire more of our people to open their 
hearts and hands for the Savior’s 
work in the world. 


In every field and in every area of 
endeavor, God has crowned Synod’s 
efforts with manifest blessings. Here 
is just one statistic: In 1955, for the 
11th consecutive year, The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod registered 
the highest numerical increase among 
the Lutheran churches of America. 
Our Synod’s gain of 75,244 baptized 
members, or 3.76% over 1954, boosted 
its membership to 2,076,379. 

Our Synod is growing. We are not 
dying on the vine. On the contrary, 
we are a vigorous branch of the Vine 
that is Christ, and we are bringing 
forth fruit. 

With God’s help, with continued 
devotion to the Savior who gave Him- 
self for us and our salvation, we shall 
not fail in “Our Venture of Faith.” 
We can do all things through Christ, 
who strengthens us. 

He has told us so. 

R. C. Muuty, Promotion, 
Stewardship Department 
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CAMPUS MINISTRY 


< emember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth,” says 
Ecclesiastes. And to that end 
our church provides more than 30 full- 
time and 555 part-time college-serv- 
ing pastors to minister to the spiritual 
needs of our church’s youth while on 
the college campus. 
The following are true cases with 
which such a student ministry is con- 
cerned: 


1. Coed, a staunch young people’s 
leader in church back home. Started 
Cal. Fell in with a “fast” crowd. 
Drifted away from church rapidly. 
Her name had not been sent to the 
university pastor. Parents and home 
pastor, who had assumed she was at- 
tending chapel regularly, were shocked 
to learn she had not been there once 
in four months. Contact finally made. 
Girl gradually brought back to Christ. 


2. Navy veteran living with Lu- 
theran students. Admired one chapel 
member and said of him, “He has a 
faith to live by.” Veteran took in- 
struction, joined church. 


3. Lutheran girl from Midwest in 
college had drifted away from church. 
Was attracted to chapel, took instruc- 
tion class twice for review, now again 
active, tithes. 


4. Phi Beta Kappa student in so- 
cial sciences drawn to chapel in last 
semester of senior year. Instructed 
and confirmed. Dropped career in 
Afghanistan to teach in Lutheran 
parochial school in Ohio. 


5. Student whose name was taken 
from files by mistake, was called on, 
later came to chapel, was instructed 
and confirmed. Served as vice-presi- 
dent of student group, married Vene- 
zuelan Roman Catholic girl, who is 
now also taking instruction to become 
a Lutheran. 


6. Girl told pastor, “I never knew 
I was not a Christian until I attended 
your church and heard Lutheran doc- 
trine.” Now plans instruction and 
Baptism. 

7. G. I. in Korea, confirmed at 
chapel before going overseas, writes 
back, deeply thankful for Christian 
faith in midst of besetting temptations 
and moral filth. 


8. Three formerly active here, two 
got degrees in psychology, one an en- 
gineering student. Today one is at 
Concordia Seminary, one is vicaring, 


one is a minister in North Dakota. 


These are just a few of the cases 
at the University Lutheran Chapel, 
where souls have been kept, ure 
claimed, won, or trained for the king- 
dom of God. 

Don Derrner, University Pastor 

Berkeley, Calif. 
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ye 
“TV BIBLE SCHOOL’’ OVER KRLD-TV, DALLAS, TEX., is celebrating its third anniversary this 


month. The program has enrolled more than 10,000 pupils. 


In 1953 Rev. Elton Baverkemper 


of Our Savior Church, Dallas, began the telecast on a trial basis and has been the chief 


instructor. 


In addition, other pastors and the teachers in the area use the flannelboard to 


present the televised object lesson and the Bible story. Women of the various Lutheran con- 
gregations in Dallas take turns handling the mail (the station considers the total of 27,000 
responses so far tremendous), grading the answers to the questions asked on the program, and 


sending enrollment pins, mementoes, and certificates. L. 


to r.: Bernie DeFord, staff director, 


KRLD-TV; Howard Chamberlain, cameraman; Rev. Paul Strickert, chairman of the Council of 
Missouri Synod Churches in Greater Dallas; Rev. Robert Jones, Bible school moderator; and 


Pastor Baverkemper. 


The Board of Directors of Synod, 
meeting in St. Louis, September 6 
and 7, approved the following ap- 
pointments, Dr. W. C. Birkner, Sec- 
retary, reported to the WITNESS. 


Management Survey Commit- 
tee: Dr. Paul Koenig, Rev. Carl J. 
Schuette, Rev. Carl A. Eberhard, Dr. 
A. G. Huegli, Dr. Robert V. Schnabel, 
E. A. Heiden, Fred C. Rutz, Dr. John 
C. Baur, Rev. A. E. Behrend, Rev. 
Herbert Berner, Milton Carpenter, 
Richard Meier, and Walter Koch. Dr. 
Arnold H. Grumm is chairman. 


Board for Public Relations: Dr. 
Adolf F. Meyer, chairman; Dr. John 
F. Choitz; George Oehnke; Rev. Man- 
fred E. Reinke; Ralph Petering; Roy 
C. Frank; and Dr. Herman W. Gockel. 


Lutheran TV Productions Com- 
mittee: Dr. E. R. Bertermann, chair- 
man; Dr. O. C. J. Hoffmann; Dr. O. A. 
Dorn; Prof. L. C. Wuerffel; Paul 
Friedrich; Oscar Brauer; Carl J. 
Mueller; H. Roland Bieser; and Paul 
W. Jabker. 


Advisory Committee of Board of 
Directors for Valparaiso University: 
Dr. M. F. Kretzmann, chairman; Rev. 
Herbert Lindemann; Elmore Boeger; 
and Edwin Tatje, honorary member. 

At the previous meeting the Board 
of Directors reconstituted itself and 
elected as-chairman Dr. J. W. Behn- 
ken, President of Synod, and as vice- 
chairman John W. Boehne, Jr., who 
presided at the September meeting. 

Secretary Birkner announced the 
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Board’s standing permanent commit- 
tee appointments as follow: 

Committee No.1, Missions: Clar- 
ence Amling, Dr. E. T. Bernthal, and 
Dr. Arnold H. Grumm. 

Committee No. 2, Parish Education: 
William Fenske, Rev. A. H. Oswald, 
and Dr. Herman Harms. 

Committee No. 3, Synodical Serv- 
ices: John W. Boehne, Jr., Henry 
Buck, and Dr. W. F. Lichtsinn. 


Committee No. 4, Higher Educa- 


tion: Dr. M. F. Kretzmann, Theo. H. 
Schlake, and Dr. Oliver R. Harms. 


With a combined membership of 
7,372,938, Lutherans constitute the 
third largest Protestant denomina- 
tional grouping in the U. S. and Can- 
ada, according to the annual statisti- 
cal summary for 1955 prepared by the 
National Lutheran Council. 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, for the 11th consecutive year, 
registered the highest numerical in- 
crease: 75,244 baptized member's, a 
gain of 3.76% over 1954, raising the 
synod’s total membership to 2,076,379. 
The second largest Lutheran body in 
America, the Missouri Synod has 
added 636,008 members in the past 
11 years, an average of 57,819 an- 
nually. 

The United Lutheran Church in 
America, the largest of 16 Lutheran 
bodies in the U. S., reported an in- 
crease of 64,422 members, or a 2.9% 
increase, and a total membership of 
2,270,702. 
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THE LUT HERANOW ee 


Rev. Harold C. Johnson of Tri 
Church, Boston, was instantly ki 
by lightning July 28. Two of © 
parishioners were helping him pu 
roof on his summer cottage at Isle 
Pond, Plymouth, Mass. Twelve me 
bers of Trinity were at the cotta 
when a freak storm broke. The o 
bolt of lightning in the storm kil 
Pastor Johnson and hurled his be 
and the other two men on the roof 
the ground. Although tempora 
paralyzed, the two men were 
seriously hurt. 


BOAC PH 
REV. VARNES STRINGER, 35, left La Guan 
Airport, New York, for Nigeria, August 25 
serve as missionary. His wife is the for 
Amanda Haass of Hondo, Tex., whom he 
while he was stationed at the Hondo Air F 
They were married in 1944. Du 
World War II he was an Air Corps navig 
in North Africa and Italy. In 1945 he wor 
for the War Shipping Administration and t 
for the Maritime Commission in Washing 
D.C. In 1950 he entered Concordia Semi 
Springfield, Ill., and was graduated in . 
of this year. Born in Lamont, lowa, he | 
reared in Peoria, IIl., where his parents 
reside. Immanuel Lutheran Congregation, 
exandria, Va., where Missionary Stringer 
been a member since 1947, requested | 
privilege of having the ordination and | 

mission service, because he is the first me A 
to enter the ministry during the church’s $ 
year history. ¢ { 


Missions in Foreign Countries, — 
Seattle September 19 for a four-m 
visit to survey Synod’s installati 
in Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, % 
the Philippines. The Board requi 
one of its executives to visit the | 
eign field every other year. Dr. O. 
Schmidt, Executive Secretary, 
pleted a tour early last year. 


Japan on September 22 Pastor 
pelmann was joined by Dr. J. W. 
iken, President of Synod, at a 
ting of the church’s 24 mission- 
; in that country. Dr. Behnken is 
pleting his first visit to the Asian 
‘ches. The two officials will par- 
ate in the dedication of a Lu- 
an elementary school at Urawa, 
viles north of Tokyo. 

n Hong Kong, Pastor Koppelmann 
examine relief aid to refugees and 
ird for children in Haven of Hope, 
spital for the tubercular. A gift of 
)00 from children in the North 
sonsin District of Synod estab- 
1d the ward, and gifts from the 
at Ridge Foundation enabled the 
‘ch to care for 64 other patients in 
hospital. 

le will also officiate in ground- 
king ceremonies for an elemen- 
school in Hong Kong for which 
od’s Board of Directors allocated 
000 for construction. A capacity 
Iiment of 600 pupils and the 
hing staff of 18 are already com- 
2d. The British government gave 
site. 

n the Philippines he will inspect 
od’s station for the lepers on the 
id of Culion, where a layman, 
old Baar of Oshkosh, Wis., began 
k a year ago. 


leven Walther League Youth 
avans traveled more than 45,000 
s and met 10,000 young people 
their parents in visits to 161 con- 
ations of Synod. Rev: Elmer N. 
, executive director of the League, 
the purpose was “to alert con- 
lations to the challenge of a vital 
th program.” 

Members of the three-member 
is, almost all of them teen-agers, 
e from 22 states and one Canadian 
rince. 

yynod’s Board for Young People’s 
k financed this year’s caravan 
‘ram. The project will be re- 
ed next summer. 


LEO’S PHOTO 


J. W. BEHNKEN AND HIS DAUGHTER 
HELEN received the traditional Hawaiian 
yme when they arrived at the Honolulu 
rt August 20. Rev. W. A. Schroeder, pas- 
f Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Hon- 
and chairman of the Mission Council of 
aii, is at the right. During the Behnkens’ 
lay stay they visited with the Lutheran 
rs and their wives and toured the four 
ns of Synod on the Island of Oahu. 
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COURTESY, ST. PETERSBURG TIMES 


Gloria Rupprecht, ‘‘Miss St. Petersburg,’’ was 
runner-up in ‘‘Miss Florida’’ contest. Photo 
shows her in talent act. 


Gloria Rupprecht, 17, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Martin Rupprecht, was 
crowned “Miss St. Petersburg” July 7 
in a contest emphasizing personality, 
intelligence, talent, as well as beauty. 
Two weeks later Gloria became first 
runner-up for the “Miss Florida” title. 

At the finals for the “Miss Florida” 
contest, Gloria was asked before 
4,000 spectators, “If you had only one 
wish, what would that wish be?” 

“That all men in the world might 
be eternally saved,” she replied. 

Her father is. pastor of Grace 
Church, St. Petersburg. 

The St. Petersburg Times quoted 
Gloria as saying, “My church comes 
first with me.” 

This fall she will enroll at Valpa- 
raiso University, where she will major 
in music and dramatics. 


Armouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
CANDIDATES 


Ordained: 


Benken, F. Richard, St. John, Flushing, L. I., 
‘N. Y., by Detlef A. Kraft, Aug. 26. 
Wyneken, Lawrence, First Lutheran, South 
San Francisco, Calif., by Martin L. Wyne- 

ken, Aug. 26. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Fajen, John Herman, as missionary in Nigeria, 
West Africa, in St. Paul, Stover, Mo., by 
L. J. Mehl, Aug. 19. 

Jagow, Frederick, as missionary to the Philip- 
pines, in St. John, Fredonia, Wis., by R. 
Jagow, Aug. 19. 

Morthole, Donald, as missionary to the Philip- 
pines in Mount Calvary, Denver, Colo., by 
O. H. Schmidt, Aug. 26. 

Okamoto, Toshio, as missionary at large of the 
Southern California District in Home 
Memorial, Los Angeles, Calif., by William 
J. Schepman, Aug. 19. 
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P;otenhawer, Thomas C., to serve in the mis- 
sion at Fort Garry, Man., Can., in the Lu- 
theran Church of the Redeemer, Winnipeg, 
iMan., Can., by H. E. Bartsch, Aug. 19. 

Stringer, Varnes J., as missionary to Nigeria, 
West Africa, in Immanuel, Alexandria, Va., 
by O. A. Sauer, Aug. 19. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Arndt, Leander, St. John, Oakshela; Zion, 
Windthorst, Sask., Can., by D. Lentz, Aug. 19. 

Brendel, Richard T., Grace, Universal, Pa., by 
Pres. Eric C. Malte, Aug. 19. 

Brill, Kenneth C., Grace, Brooks; Duchess Lu- 
theran, Duchess, Alta., Can., by John Ul- 
mer, Aug. 12. 


Graf, Herbert C., Good Shepherd, Circle Pines, 


Minn., by Arthur E. Graf, Aug. 12. 

Hoyer, Richard O., Mount Calvary, Franklin 
Park, IU., by A. H. Semmann, Aug. 19. 

Jank, Orville, St. John (colored), Kansas 
City, Mo., by R. Jank, Aug. 19. 

Keller, Walter, St. John, Columbia, S. Dak., 
by M. W. Dommer, July 29. 

Krekeler, Roland, St. John, Munson, Pa., by 
Donald V. Becker, Aug. 19. 

Krueger, Roy, Trinity, Lake George; Trinity, 
Arago; St. Paul, Guthrie, Minn., by C. D. 
Uetzmann, Aug. 19. 

Krueger, Theodore E., Jr., Zion, Melville, 
Sask., Can., by R. Threinen, Aug. 26. 

Nierman, Henry, Jr., Zion, Upland, Nebr., by 
Theodore Wieting, Aug. 19. 

Stohs, Eldon, Our Redeemer, Fords, N. J., by 
Walter A. Reuning, July 29. 

Zeitler, Lester E., Our Savior, Sharps Park, 
Calif., by F. A. Jacobsen, Aug. 5. 


Installed: PASTORS 

Behnken, Kenneth W., Atonement, Seattle, 
Wash., by Herman F. O. Warneck, Aug. 12. 

Hagen, Levine K., Montrose Lutheran, Mont- 
rose, Colo., by Arnold F. Meyer, Aug. 26. 

Kieck, Harold, St. Paul, Carroll, Iowa, by L. 
S. Winter, Aug. 19. 

Klipp, Walter, Zion, Chamberlain, S. Dak., by 
Robert Kamprath, Aug. 26. 

Koeper, Vernon W., Emmaus, St. Paul, Minn., 
by Pres. H. A. Gamber, Aug. 19. 

Krekeler, Roland, St. Matthew, Lock Haven, 
Pa., by Edward L. Saresky, Aug. 26. 

Mickow, Vernon H., Suburban Bethlehem, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., by Dr. Erwin L. Meyer, 
Aug. 26. 

Molnar, Kenneth R., Hope, Glendora, Calif., 
by G. H. Smukal, Aug. 19. 

Nieman, Henry F., Our Savior, Cavalier, N. 
Dak., by G. A. Gehrs, Aug. 19. 

Oermann, Edward G., Trinity, Mount Clemens, 
Mich., by Wilfred J. Janke, Aug. 26. 

Pautsch, Edward C., Emmanuel, Arcadia, 
Ind., by O. R. Schlegelmilch, Aug. 26. 

Plagens, Robert, St. Mark, Minot, N. Dak., by 
Pres. B. G. Mueller, Aug. 5. 

Schuldheiss, Allen, Trinity, Kalispell, Mont., 
by Arthur O. Werfelmann, Jan. 1. 

Strothmann, Otto F., Holy Cross, Middleport, 
N. Y., by Carl W. Oldach, Aug. 19. 

Wetzel, Louis M., St. Paul, Watertown; Saint 
Peter, near Watertown, Minn., by Robert 
G. Heyne, Aug. 19. 

Wilms, Elmer H., St. Matthew, Nortonville, 
Kans., by E. Bickel, Aug. 19. 


TEACHERS 
Commissioned: 
Kieschnick, Melvin M., as teacher in Hong 
Kong, in Zion, Glendale, Calif., by O. H 
Schmidt, Aug. 19. 


Installed: 

Aufdemberge, Cand. Theodore, Immanuel, 
Brownton, Minn., by R. W. Koepp, Aug. 19. 
Berg, Richard W., Bethlehem, Cleveland 


(Euclid), Ohio, by L. E. Albrecht, Aug. 26. 
Brandt, Marvin, St. Paul, Luzerne, Iowa, by 
Fred Voigtmann, Aug. 19. 4 
Bredehoeft, Cand. Erich, St. Paul, Sioux City, 

Iowa, by S. W. Holstein, Aug. 19. 
Cholcher, William H., Our Savior, Portland, 
Oreg., by Arthur G. Wahlers, Aug. 26. 
Eickmeyer, Cand. Kenneth, St. John, Nash- 
ville, Kans., by. H. C. Seyfert, Aug. 19. _ 
Freeman, Cand. Donald, Zion, Snohomish, 
Wash., by Paul H. Schaus, Aug. 19. 
Freudenburg, Cand. Allen, St. John, Chester, 
Ill., by Otto B. Hussmann, Aug. 26. 
Haas, Walter D., Immanuel, Pomeroy, Iowa, 
by Victor H. Mesenbring, Aug. 19. 


Handrich, Eldon, Bethlehem, Milwaukee, Wis., 


by H. W. Wangerin, Aug. 26. 


Hanneman, Cand. Robert, St. Michael, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., by Bernard H. Hemmeter, 
Aug. 26. 


Heideman, Cand. Harlan, Pilgrim, Baltimore, 
Md., by Edwin H. Kringel, Aug. 19. , 
Hoffmann, Cand. Ronald A., Zion, Paullina, 

Iowa, by Martin Peters, Aug. 19. 
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Kelly, Adrian R., Peace, Lemay, Mo., by Fran- 
cis Roschke, Aug. 19. 

Kierstead, Cand. Richard, St. John, Battle 
Creek, Nebr., by P. Unterschultz, Aug. 26. 

Kohtz, Erwin G., Trinity, Madison, Nebr., by 
W. J. Oetting, Aug. 19. 
Krecklow, Cand. Russell, First Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., by F. E. Schumann, Aug. 26. 
Krestik, William, St. John, Fraser,; Mich., by 
E. C. Weber, Aug. 26. 

Lindemann, Cand. Dennis, Immanuel, Twin 
Falls, Idaho, by Armand E. Mueller, Aug. 12. 

Metzinger, Cand. James, St. Philip, Chicago, 
Ill., by Victor C. Rickman, Aug. 26. 

Niemeier, Cand. John, Zion, Blackburn, Mo., 
by J. Schlichting, Aug. 19. 

Rakow, Walter C., Evergreen Lutheran, De- 
troit, Mich., by A. E. Heumann, Aug. 1 

Ruprecht, John J., St. Paul, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Prof. G. A. Thiele, Aug. 26. 

Saeger, Maynard, Redeemer, South Gate, 
Calif., by Tobias H. Joeckel, Aug. 26. 

Scheimann, Cand. Max, St. John, Taylor Cen- 
ter, Mich., by A. Firchau, Aug. 

Schimke, Cand: Harold, Faith, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, by Robert Miskimen, Aug. 19. 

Schmidt, Arnold, Immanuel, Rosebud, Mo., 
by John Ricker, Aug. 12. 

Schmudlach, Cand. Walter, Zion, Bensenville, 
Ill., by Erwin H. Heidorn, Aug. 19. 

Schramm, Cand. Walter, Ascension, Houston, 
Tex., by L. Vajda, Aug. 26. 

Schroeder, Cand. Noel, St. John, Ellisville, 
Mo., by Walter L. Rosin, Aug. 26. 

Schumacher, Vernon, Concordia, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by Osmar Lehenbauer, Aug. 26. 

Stelling, Carl F., St. John, Osseo, Minn., by 
Fred J. Pfotenhauer, Aug. 26. 

Streufert, Carl, St. Paul, Janesville, Wis., by 
MiG; Droegemueller, Aug. 19. 

Taglauer, James, Christ, Hickory, N. C., by 
G. R. Naumann, Aug. 19. 

Wenz, Cand. Richard, Concordia, Maplewood, 
Mo., by W. E. Goerss, Aug. 26. 

Wittig, Cand. Henry, St. Mark, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y., by Paul Fretthold, Aug. 26. 
Woodard, Cand. Donald, Trinity, Austin, Tex., 

by Martin Ramming, Aug. 26. 
Zemke, Herman J., St. John, Tigerton, Wis., 
by Harold Krenz, July 1. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Victor Mack has been appointed Visi- 
tor of the Seymour-Columbus Circuit to re- 
place Rev. H. M. Hansen, who asked to be 
relieved of the office. — Orromar KRUEGER, 
President, Central District. 


Rev. Edwin W. Licht has been appointed 
Visitor of the Ludell Circuit (Number 12), 
Kansas District, to replace Rev. W. H. See- 
feldt, who has accepted a call into another 
District. — W. H. Meyer, President, Kansas 
District. 


Rev. Philip Janz, Plainview, Nebr., has been 
appointed Visitor of Circuit 6 of the Northern 
Nebraska District to replace Rev. E. H. Mar- 
tens, who has accepted a call into another 
District. — Water E. Homann, President, 
Northern Nebraska District. 


Rev. Gordon R. Mackensen of El Centro 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 17 
of the Southern California District to suc- 
ceed the Rev. O. W. Mieger, who accepted a 
call to Lancaster, Calif. 


Rev. Lawrence P. Rudolph of Ontario has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 11 to 
succeed the Rev. L. E. Faasch, who has ac- 
cepted a call to Napa, Calif. — Vicror L. 
BEHNKEN, President, Southern California Dis- 
trict. 


Rev. Roland F. Frerking, 1607 North Hills 
Blvd., Knoxville 17, Tenn., has been appointed 
Visitor of the East Tennessee Circuit, to suc- 
ceed Rev. Paul R. Martens, who was elected 
at the St. Paul Convention to serve on Synod’s 
Board for Missions in Foreign Countries. — 
T. A. WeEINHOLD, President, Western District. 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill, Robert H. 
Doering, M.A., Lawndale, Calif.; Elbert B. 
Jordan, B.A., Bellaire, Tex.; and Jack L. 
Wolf, M.S., Los Angeles, Calif., have been 
examined by a committee of the faculty and 
have given satisfactory evidence of their 
spiritual maturity, doctrinal knowledge, and 
the understanding of Christian education and 
church practice. They are herewith declared 
eligible for a divine call to the teaching pro- 
fession of our church. — M. KoOEHNEKE, 
President, Concordia Teachers College, River 
Forest, I. 


Rev. Arnold A. Levenhagen, 5201 Park 
Blvd., Oakland, Calif., and Rev. Hugo Gihring, 
2905 Walnut, Huntington Park, Calif., have 


14 


been appointed by the undersigned as his 
assistants in matters of transportation in the 
San Francisco and the Los Angeles areas 
respectively. —M. PreHiter, D.D., General 
Transportation Secretary. 


Calls Accepted 


Prof. Elmer J. Moeller, Milwaukee, Wis., 
and Rev. Otto F. Stahlke, Chicago, Ill., have 
accepted the calls to Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill. — B. SELKE, 
D.D., Secretary, Board of Control. 


Call for Additional Senior College 
Nominations 


Pursuant to the authorization of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
hereby invites the congregations of Synod to 
propose additional candidates for the staffing 
of the following departments of instruction in 
the Senior College: Religion, English, German, 
classical languages, social sciences, natural 
sciences, speech, philosophy, health and 
physical education. 

This call for additional nominees is in 
accord with the provisions of the original re- 
quest for nominations which appeared in the 
LUTHERAN Witness of Octoper 22, 1955. All 
nominations made in response to that request 
remain in force and need not be repeated. 
Particular attention is called to the desira- 
bility of nominations in the three new areas 
of instruction which were not included in 
the original request: Speech — Philosophy — 
Health and Physical Education. 


I 


Candidates proposed for election should 
have, or should be in a position to acquire, 
a graduate academic degree in their teaching 
field, and their experience must comply with 
the provisions of Handbook, Section 6.111. 

In addition to these professional qualifica- 
tions of training and experience, candidates 
should have a specific interest in the work of 
developing young men for Christian leader- 
ship, since faculty duties at the college will 
include, in addition to subject matter, com- 
petence and classroom teaching, an active 
sharing of responsibility for the entire pro- 
gram of ministerial training. 


II 


From the list of nominations received, the 
Board plans to call some men to each de- 
partment, but to defer the calling of others 
from this same list until the ultimate needs of 
each department can be more accurately de- 
termined. Accordingly, the complete list of 
nominations will be retained for the future 
use of the electors. The Board reserves the 
prerogative of calling nominees to depart- 
ments or positions other than those to which 
they are nominated if the training or experi- 
ence of nominees qualifies them for such 
positions. ue 


All nominations, together with relevant 
personal and academic data, must be mailed 
not later than October 16, 1956, to Rev. C. E. 
Auvtick, Secretary, The Board of Control, 
3225 Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne 3, Ind. 


Wanted 


House parents, attendants, Trained Prac- 
tical Nurses — men and women — to help 
provide a Christian home for most needy 
children. — BerrnHespA LuTHERAN Home (for 
mentally retarded), Box 296, Watertown, Wis. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Abel, Frederic W., em., Box 216, 
Setauket, Y: 

Bernhardt, Robt ee Box 401, 
Greensburg, Kan 

Brammer, David i. “1110 Hill Ave., 
Grafton, N. Dak. 

Bundenthal, Theodore, 410 Kruzan Ave., 
Brazil, Ind. 

Christian, William R., Colby, Wis. 

Clausen, Robert, 2546 W. 13th Ave., 
Gary, Ind. é 

Claycombe, Howard E., 1000 Union Lake 
Rd., R. 6, Pontiac, Mich. 

Coiner, Prof. Harry G., 13 Seminary Terrace, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Danker, Prof. Frederick W., 61 Ridgemoor, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Deye, John H., em., 1795 Randolph, 
St. Paul 5, Minn. 

Dierks, Chaplain William T., USN, Hdq. 
9th Marines,*(Rein), 3d "Marine Div. 
(Rein) FMF, FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 
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Droegemueller, Martin C., 1231 S. 
Janesville, Wis. 

Faasch, Lawrence E., 1751 Second, 
Napa, Calif. 

Felton, Charles, 2920 S.E. Risely, 
Milwaukie 22, Oreg. 

Friedrichs, Roland G., 2328 Weisser 
Fort Wayne, Ind. { 

Gabbert, Lambert G., St. John Luthe 
Church, Casey, Iowa 

Goerss, Ronald G., 10555 Strathmore 
Los Angeles 24, Calif. 

Grumm, Arnold H., D.D., 10074 Elise 
St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Hansel, Wilfred A., General Deliv 
Mountain Home, Idaho 

Hartfield, Clemens H., Kongsberg, N. 

Heck, Donald E., Livermore, Iowa 

Heinicke, Chaplain Martin, Stu. Det., 
Chaplain School, Fort Slocum, N. Y. 

Herbener, Mark B., 1015 Greenville A 
Richardson, Tex. 

Herman, Darvin, 153 Ontario St., 
Providence 7, R.I 

Hoffmann, O. E., 106 Wenona Dr., 
Madison, Wis. 

Hoyer, Richard O., 3222 Rose Ave., 
Franklin Park, Ill. 

Israel, John W., 3129 Starling Dr., 
Lexington, Ky 

Jilg, Paul H., Gillett, Ark. 

Johnson, Bernard W., 2313 S. Hanna, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Knauft, Charles F., 1018 S. Main, 
Kingfisher, Okla. 

Kniffel, William D., 542 S. 31st St., 
Omaha 5, Nebr. 

Krekeler, Roland, 11 N. Fairview, 

Lock Haven, Pa. 

Krenning, William, 3306 Bennington, 
Pasadena, Tex. é 

Kreyling, Arthur L., em., Oakdale Mok 
home Village, R. 4, New Brunswick, 

Lehmann, Richard P., 1104 Pine, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Ludwig, Richard, 762 N. Getty, Uvalde, 

Lyons, Arthur E., Jr., 4313 Odessa, 

Fort Worth 15, Tex. 

Machina, Francis, R.1, Malone, Tex. 

Mann, Albert H., 371 Van Ness, 
Lindsay, Calif. 

Meyer, Chaplain (Captain) Daryl G., Off 
of the Chaplain, 18th Fighter Bo nk 
Wing, APO 239, San Francisco, Calif. 

Mueller, Herbert C., Lidgerwood, N. Dak 

Mundinger, Carl om Jr., 3510 Alaska A 
Dallas 16, Tex. : 

Neeb, Roger J., 760 N. Travis, 

San Benito, Tex. 

Nieman, Henry F., Box 313, 

Cavalier, N. Dak. ¢ 

Plischke, Walter J., em., 945 13th Ave. 
Grafton, Wis. 

Polster, Arnim, 2414 25th St. 

Meridian, Miss. 
Praeuner, Herbert O., 301 Third, 
Ontonagon, Mich | 

Rattelmuller, George, ‘601 N. Folger St., 
Carrollton, Mo. | 

Rhode, Fredric, 1830 Cedar, Boulder, Colc 

Richert, John V., c.r.m., 1116 N. Third § 
Burbank, Calif. 

Rippe, Robert W., 2220 N. Corona, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Rynearson, Larry, 2521 a Bachman Blvd. 
Dallas 20, Tex. 

Schlichting, John A., c.r.m., 826 W. 
Ave., Escondido, Calif. 

Scholz, Harry G., R.2, Brenham, Tex. 

Schroeder, Paul W., c.7r.m., 4010 W. 1 


Cleveland 11, Ohio 

Smith, Harry D., 1256 Sutton Rd., 
Cincinnati 30, Ohio 

Strandes, Walter B. L., State Center, Iow 

Streufert, Luther T., 541 W. Concordia, 
Milwaukee 12, Wis. 

Streufert, Waldemar B., Th.D., R.1, 
405, Arlington Heights, Il. 

Strothmann, Otto F., 42 S. Vernon, 
Middleport, N. Y. 

Taylor, Chaplain (Captain) George O., 
88th Airborne AAA Bn.,. APO 29, J 
York, N. Y. 

Tiemann, Delbert C., 1009 St. Paul 
Rochester 5, N. Y. 

Timler, Theodore W., Apt. 2-E, 307 N. 
more, Lansing, Mich. 

Tschatschula, Marvin, 728 Seneca Plac 
Charlotte 3, N. C. 

Vogel, Theodore J., em., 540 N. Pla 
Fremont, Nebr. 

Wesener, Donald O., Holstein, Bee 

Wingo, Chaplain Arthur W., 3550 C. O. ' 
We., Moody AFB, Ga. ; 

Wuebben, James P., 1026 E. Center S 
Pocatello, Idaho ‘ie 

Wunderlich, Harold J., 622 W. Jeffe 
Ottawa, Ill 


Zeitler, Lester E., 261 Hillside Dr., 
Sharp Park, Calif. 


Zimmermann, Martin K., c.r.m., 2223 N. 


Rosemead, El Monte, Calif. 

Zucker, Frederick H., 2921 James St., 
Biloxi, Miss. 

achers: 


Bachmann, Raymond E., Strasburg, Ill. 

Baker, Joseph H., St. John Lutheran School, 
1023 Montana, Libby, Mont. 

Berndt, Clarence F., 802 S. Clarkson, 
Denver 9, Colo. 

Bredehoeft, Merle R., 205 E. 18th St., 
Higginsville, Mo. 

Bruesehoff, Albert W., 215 E. Beecher, 
Jacksonville, Ill. 


Cholcher, William H., 2704 N.E. Stanton, 
Portland 12, Oreg. 


Dorr, Conrad A., 431 Howard Ave., 
St. Joseph, Mich. 

Dozark, Roger, Glenburn, N. Dak. 

Eggersmann, Edwin H., 3213 Palm, 
St. Louis 7, Mo. 


Freudenburg, Allen, 1932 Swanwick, 
Chester, Ill. 


Gade, Hugo W., 6209 Windsor Rd., 
Baltimore 14, Md. 

Geisler, Herbert G., 1654 Williamsbridge, 
New York 61, N. Y. 

Gerdes, Walter F., Howard Lake, Minn. 

Groth, Elmer A., Jr., 2825 Paris Rd., 
Chalmette, La. 

Hendricksen, Donald, 4012 Marshall Dr., 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

Johns, David O., R.2, O’Brien Rd., 
Seymour, Ind. 


Kaden, Harold, 2200 Turk St., Apt. 6, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


More 


FEB. $ 1,075,000 $ 


546,331.77 
1,242,756.11 
H 2,150,000 ; 
sue | 320.49 
APRIL 3,225,000 2,162,320. 
MAY 4,300,009 3,013,996.00 
32 
JUNE 5,375,000 3,795,081-3 
| 4,517,631 .00 
| 6,450,000 : 
ve 525,000 5,198,021.35 
7,525, : 
AUG. — : 
sept. g,600,000 


— 


— 


10,750,000 
pane 


12,900,000 


—_—_— 


Cash Requirement, Feb. 1—Aug. 31 ——~-----__--- 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—Aug. 31 


BUDGET DEFICIT 


Kirch, Martin B., 904 N. Eightn, 
Seward, Nebr. 
Klepper, Harry W., 1534 Chippewa, 
Flint 2, Mich. 
Koch, A. M., 903 Ruth, Sikeston. Mo. 
Kolb, Edwin, 148 McHenry Ave., 
Crystal Lake, III. 
Kollmorgen, Arthur F., Box 256, 
Snyder, Nebr. 
Kraft, Glenn O., 219 N. Lincoln, 
Bay City, Mich. 
Krause, Victor C., Ph. D., 1619 N. 75th St., 
Elwood Park, Ill. 
Kreiss, Paul T., 519 Sunset Ave., 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
Kunkel, Clifton, 350 S. Irving, 
Denver, Colo. 
Krueger, Harold, 3235 W. Madison, 
Milwaukee 15, Wis. 
Lehmann, A. F., R.1, Malone, Tex. 
Lemke, Robert J., 706 N. First, 
Seward, Nebr. 
Marten, Milton, 125 Clark St., 
Bloomington, Ind. 
McGenty, Patrick, 519 N. Seventh Ave., 
Maywood, Ill. 
Mehl, Norbert, 7641 S. Lafayette, 
Chicago 20, Ill. 
Menke, James W., 11532 S. 14th St., 
Saginaw, Mich. 
Moll, James P., Uniontown, Mo. 
Mueller, Carl H., Wykoff, Minn. 
Mueller, Roland, 616 E. 15th St., 
Winfield, Kans. 


Nitschke, Frederic, 2720 16th St., Great 
Bend, Kans. 


Pinnow, Arthur C., Jr., 1117 W. Jefferson, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Powley, Carl E., 556 Cayuga, 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 


l'li Venture of Faith... 


for Missions in 1956... 


District 


49,000 

$ 560,000 
205,000 
960,000 
406,000 


OPERATING STATEMENT 


PLEDGED FOR 
FISCAL 1956 


5 21,562.76 

$ at : 216,570.54 
Has HERS 
ae 169,661.36 

: 66,294.51 


Precht, Kenneth, 2081 W. Lunt, 
Chicago 45, Ill. 


Redeker, Walter, 1005 Shawano Ave., 
Green Bay, Wis. 


Roberts, James O., M. A., 7927 W. Belmont, 
Elmwood Park, Il. 

Rodenbeck, Ronald, 3127 Addison Ave., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Schaar, Harry J., 3804 K, Galveston, Tex. 

Schedler, Victor E., Stover, Mo. 

Streufert, Carl R., 1316 N. Pine St., 
Janesville, Wis. 

Waldburger, Kenneth, 793 State, 
Menasha, Wis. 

Wedel, Karl W., 7637 W. Eagle St., 
Wauwatosa, Wis. 

Wilbert, Warren N., 345 N. Second, 
Seward, Nebr. 

Wunderlich, Eugene, 1231 Elm, 
Glendale 1, Calif. 


Young, Lowell, Plentywood, Mont. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the. Editorial Of- 


fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 


Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


CEIVED 
ys DATE 


LEDGED 
Aes DATE 


‘90 
‘ 3 , 
Kansas 7 Sa skatchewan —— = 4.165,000 33 ; 
Manitoba and age oe 1,000,000 cerety 23,414.78 
Michiga” eee meg. 2 60,000 , 60,931. 
innesota - "954. 
M fick Cnn ee 0 A : 
N nsin ae 112,958. 
Tilinois. —-— 4 
Northern Nebraska a 3 ‘ 4 
000 257,874. 
0 s 89,565. 
, ‘91 
ifornia ——— i ; 
Southern Cali ‘a7 hee = i ; 
Southern [llinols 20, 0 a 
Southern Newnes 357,000 540,75 $5,138,848.26 
‘ating sae a 2.164 309 $7,095,836 , 
~Western ————-—~ $12,164, 


$5,308,333.33 
3,377,327 .52 


wenn cece een mene emer 


$7,525,000.00 
5,198,021.35 


$1,931,005.81 


$2,326,978.65 


Chas. E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer 


EPTEMBER 25, 1956 


{375} 


15 


“Tae near ress La aLigacate aie 


eRe Eye 


%/5 a eotd1ds | wat] 


7 
ial og Ae ¢ 
LVRCRRLEEE BYUSLEAV EL 


Saint and Sinner 
By THEODORE J. KLEINHANS 


This new book amply illustrates that while Luther 
was admittedly human, with sinful frailties and weak- 
nesses, with the devil, the world, and the flesh beset- 
ting him throughout his life, he nevertheless found 
the enlivening power of God’s grace a victorious, 
inspiring, and energizing influence such as God in- 
tends it to be for those who become his “saints” 
through faith in the Redeemer. Cloth. $1.65. 
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By E. G. SCHWIEBERT 


“This is a definite book on Luther for every Lutheran 
home.” — John G. Kuethe, Lutheran Standard. “No 
better life of Luther has appeared than this great 
book.” —R. P. Marshall, The Pastor. 989 pages, in- 
cluding 64-page album of 90 illustrations (many of 
rare origin). 63 line drawings highlight the text. 
Detailed map of Wittenberg. $10.00 net. 

(4th Revised Edition) 
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His Life and Labors 
By DR. WILLIAM DALLMANN 


“Lest he seem partial to Luther, the writer quotes 
authors neither German nor Lutheran.” Quoted from 
the Foreword. Read the revised, revealing, docu- 
mental account of Luther’s life, pungently written by 
‘that master penman, Dr. William Dallmann of Oak 
Park, Illinois. 62 pictures (many of which are new 
to this edition) make the text come to life. 256 


pages. $3.50. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
SAINT LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


Please send me: 


Agste Martin Luther — Saint and Sinner — 15W1227 
by Theodore J. Kleinhans @ $1,65 


_...... Luther and His Times — 15W1164 
by E. G. Schwiebert @ $10.00 


.....- Martin Luther — 20W1010 
by Wm. Dallmann @ $3.50 


[enclose $ieswe ee 
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